
 

4th Grade 
Language Arts 

AKS/Objective: Describe characters, setting, or events in a story or drama; Draw on 
specific details and inferences from the text 

This means… 

I can… Describe characters (the people in the 
story) settings (the places), or events (the 
things that happen). Include details to help 
others picture what you imagine. 

I can.... I can use words and pictures from the 
story to tell about the time and place events 
happened. 

This looks like… 

Action 1: Orally or in pictures and words, describe 
a character by drawing inferences from what they 
say, how they act, and how they feel. 

Action 2: Orally or in pictures and words, describe 
a setting by using specific words or details from 
the text to help me imagine the place where the 
story is happening. 

Action 3: Orally or in pictures and words, describe 
events from the story. Include who was there, 
what was happening, and where the event takes 
place. 

Activity Title: The Name Jar LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

• “The Name Jar” by Yangsook Choi       

• Visual Icons you can draw on: Sticky notes, index cards, or paper from a notebook 
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Directions:  

1. Read and/or listen to the book with your child. Make sure you are in a place where you can 
talk with each other without being interrupted. 

2. Use the visual icons you have drawn at stopping points in the story. If you do not have 
sticky notes, you can write down the page number or write the idea that you have where 
you want to think, talk, act it out, sketch/draw, etc.  

3. When you stop at points in the story, talk about the character’s personality. This could 
include feelings, actions, and qualities. Ask your child to “infer” or take a guess about the 
character’s feelings, actions or qualities based on a specific detail from the story. When 
you “infer”, you can use these strategies:   

Example Sentence starters are:  

I think ________ ( name of character) feels ________ because in the text, he/she_____ 

I think _________(name of character)  is _______ because in the text/ he/she________ 

Readers develop inferences by… 

a. Noticing clues about the character in the text (Text Clues) 
b. Combining the clues with what they already know about people like this (Background 

Knowledge) 
c. Stating an idea (Inference) 

  

                Text Clues        + 
                  It says... 

Background Knowledge   = 
          I know... 

Inference 
So I think... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

● Have your child draw a scene from the story.  In this drawing, have your child circle the 
items that show the setting and character. 

● Have your child draw a timeline of the story events. For example:  First this happened, 
then this happened… 

● Have your child explain what is happening- what is the event? Use the picture to point 
out who, and where? (example: this is a picture of the girls going through the woods. 
The girl is the character, Little Red Riding Hood. The setting is the woods. 

Text Clues - It says... 
+

Background Knowledge - I know... 
=

Inference - So 
I think...
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If the activity is too easy, try this:  

● Have your child write his/her own story.  Then have a conversation together about the 
story’s setting (place), characters (people), and events (what happened). 

● Have your child rewrite the story by changing the setting or events within the story. 
Discuss how the changes affected the characters and the ending of the story. 

 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

● Answer in the writing journal: Describe your favorite character.  Give examples from the 
story to support your ideas. 

● In writing journal: Pretend you are a character in the story.  Write a diary entry as the 
character, explaining what has happened to you and how you feel about it. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


